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Paramaribo –
“I found them very distasteful and it was as if I were being stabbed in the back,” said Kenneth van Emden, President of Suriname Men United, about the statements of BEP parliament member Ronny Asabina. In an assembly meeting on Monday, Mister Asabina labeled homosexuality a “deviation” and a “disease.” 

“Statements made by Members of Parliament should be in accordance with the law of the country and should not be based on personal views,” says van Emden. He continues, “Uttering personal statements based on personal views can result in withdrawal; people will be afraid to speak up, for they will feel gagged.”

Furthermore, Asabina referred to the acknowledgement of same sex marriages as a “European epidemic.” Suriname Men United (SMU), an organization which fights for the rights of homosexuals – especially men who have sex with men (MSM) – will write a letter to mister Asabina to express its “displeasure with his personal opinions expressed in the National Assembly.” Depsite van Emden’s displeasure with Asabina’s statements, he is pleased that this topic is now being debated in Suriname’s Parliament. 
“The gay man is also part of this community. BEP is an abbreviation for Brotherhood and Unity. Is the gay brother not included in that brotherhood? Such statements only cause division in society instead of brotherhood,” says van Emden.
Van Emden advises Asabina to research the matter profoundly and he will “without a doubt discover that there are also homosexual men among the Maroon community. However, this group is then rejected and excluded from the community, which is why some choose to conceal their sexual orientation,” added van Emden.
He also adds that Asabina, being a Member of Parliament, should be better informed about the matter. 
Homosexuality has been removed from the WHO’s list of mental illnesses since 1990. There is no cure needed for homosexuality. “What people need to understand, is that homosexuality is not an on-off button located somewhere in the body; people are born that way. It is innate. We also have the right to choose a partner. Don’t judge me because of my lifestyle, but get to know me.”

